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GREENLANES YOU CAN DRIVE – IN ANY LAND ROVER!

● Easy-to-follow routes ● Detailed OS maps and grid refs ● Overall ratings: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

– taking into account length, driveability, scenery, terrain and local interest

UK ADVENTURE 

PHOTOS: BOB ATKINS

John Pearson continues his cross-country 
adventure from the North Sea to the Irish Sea

No mistaking the 
Yorkshire Dales
Grid ref: SD 888741

acon is sizzling in the pan, 

ready for our breakfast 

sandwiches, and coffee is on 

the go. I love my camping; and 

it’s wonderful to be out in the 

great outdoors again after the 

Covid-19 lockdown. And, as a bonus, we’ve 

managed to get our tents packed away before 

a short rain shower reminds us that we’re in 

the UK with its unpredictable weather.

Then we’re back on the road for part two 

of our great Coast to Coast adventure. After 

setting off from Robin Hood’s Bay yesterday 

and driving some of the best greenlanes in 

the North York Moors, we’ve overnighted at 

Ivy Bank campsite in Kirkby Malzeard in the 

Yorkshire Dales. Our aim is to get into Cumbria 

by this evening, before finishing the journey 

on the shore of the Irish Sea tomorrow.

I’m in my Defender 110, travelling with 

Russell Dykes of Ardventures in his modified 

Discovery 2. Russ devised the route – which 

is a meandering one, rather than a straight 

line across the country, so that we can take in 

some of the UK’s tastiest greenlanes en route.

It’s a short drive north to our first lane today. 

We head for the village of Grewelthorpe, 

driving through Foulgate Farm to reach the 

Wreaks Lane unclassified county road (UCR). 

This crushed stone track descends between 

delightfully green hedgerows and verges, 

before turning west to pass through a vibrant 

green tunnel of trees and across the narrow 

but picturesque Wreaks Wath ford. 

COAST TO

COAST
B

PART 2
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Over the far side of 
the dam is the 

entrance to the 
gruesome-

sounding Dead 
Man’s Hill

We enter another tree tunnel, which 

includes some rowan trees, their berries as 

bright as my 110’s Tangiers Orange paintwork.

The start of the next UCR, which crosses 

Grewelthorpe Moor, is equally colourful. 

Bright yellow wild flowers border the start 

of the firm track, as we climb up alongside a 

drystone wall towards the gateway that takes 

us into open moorland. A dark bank of cloud 

across the sky from where we’ve come adds to 

the feeling that this is the middle of nowhere.

In reality, it’s not far to the towns of Ripon, 

Masham and Pately Bridge, but there’s a lovely 

sense of being in a remote, wild place.

The track is firm and not unduly technical 

but there are a few sections of washouts, 

scattered rocks and bumps to be wary of. 

At the junction with another track we bear 

right, running alongside a drystone wall 

for some distance. Then we take the truly 

spectacular tarmac descent down into the 

village of Lofthouse, squeezing our Land 

Rovers through its narrow streets before 

turning right towards Middlesmoor. 

At this hamlet the road becomes a byway, 

climbing between more drystone walls. It’s 

recently been resurfaced with crushed stone, 

crossed occasionally by some abrupt drainage 

channels. Eventually, the resurfacing peters 

out and we’re on to rougher rocky terrain.

The views over Nidderdale are immense 

as we reach the hairpin-strewn section that 

descends to Scar House reservoir. I’m in low- 

range first, letting the 110 trickle around the 

tight turns. There are a couple of washouts as 

we descend to the tarmac road that takes us 

across the 180ft high and 2000ft long dam. 

One of three reservoirs in the area, Scar 

House supplies up to 100 million litres 

of water every day to Bradford and the 

surrounding area. It was completed in 1936.

Over the far side of the dam is the entrance 

to the next UCR – the gruesome-sounding 

Dead Man’s Hill. It gets its name from the 

bloody 18th-century murder of a Scottish 

pedlar in the vicinity. The rocky track climbs 

from the dam, running parallel to the reservoir 

initially before climbing north towards the 

remains of a small farming hamlet that 

was run by a monastic group before being 

abandoned in the 1920s. 

Bearing right alongside another drystone 

wall, we pass through a gateway on to a climb 

Wreaks Wath ford may be 
little, but the scenery is huge 

Grid ref: SE 210755

Gateway to the wild place  
that is Grewelthorpe Moor

Hamming it up  
for breakfast

OS Landranger 99LANE 2

©
C

R
O

W
N

 C
O

P
Y

R
IG

H
T

 2
0

2
0

 O
R

D
N

A
N

C
E

 S
U

R
V

E
Y

. M
E

D
IA

 0
3

5
/2

0

SCENERY 

BIG MOORLAND 
VIEWS
TERRAIN 

ROLLING
DRIVEABILITY 

FIRM, BUMPY

OVERALL

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

START
Grid ref SE 195757 

FINISH
Grid ref SE 114750

Who doesn’t enjoy driving 
through a good tree tunnel? 

Grid ref: SE 208755
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           Get                             ready with 

exclusive deals  on ARB camping gear   

go to page 23
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Towards Pen-y-Ghent 
on Dawson Close

Grid ref: SD 862733

LRO Real World Test route. Normally we’re 

driving it north-east out of Kettlewell, but 

today we’re doing it in the reverse direction. 

We continue driving the RWT route backwards 

towards Arncliffe (the original location for TV 

soap Emmerdale), before heading north-west 

to the village of Litton, stopping for a bite of 

lunch at the excellent Queens Arms. 

The next track, the Dawson Close UCR, 

epitomises the Yorkshire Dales scenery – it’s 

truly wonderful to be among these green 

rolling hillsides. Behind us is Littondale, with 

the River Skirfare wending its way along the 

valley. Ahead of us, with its head well into 

towards Arkleside Moor. The track here used 

to be badly eroded, but was repaired by 

Greenlane Association (GLASS) members. 

Then there’s a spectacular descent zig-

zagging into the hamlet of Arkleside. 

It brings us out on to a familiar piece of 

tarmac, Cam Gill road, which is part of the 

the clouds, is the 2277ft Pen-y-Ghent. 

Along with Whernside and Ingleborough, 

this forms the Three Peaks Challenge that 

attracts outdoors types to attempt to climb 

them all in under 12 hours.

We cross a narrow stone bridge over the 

river before turning right, the track climbing 

steeply with a wall to the left and sheep 

pastures to the right. The track has crushed 

stone embedded in it so there’s plenty of 

grip, but a narrow gateway is followed by a 

steep, looser-surfaced track. The lane crosses 

a narrow bridge, then there’s a ford across a 

fast-flowing but not especially deep stream.

Crossing the dam 
at Scar House

Dropping down on to Silverdale Road, 

heading south-west, we’re soon turning right 

on to a byway, Long Lane. Initially, this firm 

moorland track is shared with the Pennine 

Way long-distance walking route, but where 

that turns right to Pen-y-Ghent, we sweep 

left around a giant sinkhole called Churn Milk 

Hole. This would have been formed after the 

limestone underneath was washed away by 

water over millennia, and it would literally 

have caved in. With a bit of a bang, I imagine. 

An amazing sight.

There’s a tricky turn by a drystone wall, with 

protruding rocks that will snag your tyres if 

you cut in too tightly. Climbing again, through 

a sunken section, there are more rocks to 

watch out for. And a couple more tight 

gateways. Latest-generation Land Rovers and 

Range Rovers would probably get through 

here, but you’d need the ability to hold your 

breath for a long period, along with the help 

of a spotter you can trust – and the mirrors 

retracted. The track is bumpy and dug out in 

places, but it’s firm-based for year-round use.

right through the farmyard at Shaw Paddock 

to join the next byway – towards Hell Gill. 

The track climbs to a narrow stone bridge 

that crosses Hell Gill Beck, the border between 

North Yorkshire and Cumbria. It’s bumpy 

in parts where the track climbs across a 

limestone ridge, and it’s tight between the 

stone walls and gateway that takes us on to 

the moor. But the scenery is truly spectacular 

up here; lots of it in every direction. 

Just before the track starts to descend 

into the Mallerstang valley, there’s a large 

limestone sculpture. I don’t always get what 

sculptures are all about, but this makes perfect 

sense. Named Water Cut, and created by 

Scottish sculptor Mary Bourne, this is one of 

10 sculptures throughout the Eden valley. The 

gap between the two pieces of local limestone 

is in the shape of the meandering river, and 

provides a window over the Eden itself.

Also, the pieces of limestone are intended 

to resemble gateposts and stiles in the local 

drystone walls, and the outer shape references 

the railway viaduct arches. 

There are several ‘breathe in’ 
gateways on this adventure

There’s a tricky 
turn by a drystone 

wall, with 
protruding rocks 

that will snag  
your tyres 

We descend through some moody but 

spectacular scenery towards Horton-in-

Ribblesdale. Then, once again, we join our 

RWT route in reverse, heading to the fabulous 

Ribblehead viaduct, its magnificent 24 stone 

arches carrying the Settle-Carlisle railway line 

104ft above Batty Moss Moor.

We’re taking a similar direction to the 

railway, turning off the Hawes road and 

heading into Dentdale. We pass Dent station – 

which at 1150ft above sea level is the highest 

station in England. Cutting across to the A684, 

we turn left on to the B6259 before turning 
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START
Grid ref SD 898743 

FINISH
Grid ref SD 855728

The giant sinkhole, 
Churn Milk Hole
Grid ref: SD 835718

NEIL’S MADE-UP FACTS
Peasants living near Yorkshire’s 

Grewelthorpe Moor created a cheap meal 

from cereals boiled in water. Originally 

called grewel, it was shortened to gruel.
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START
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Lane 1 

Far in the distance 
we can see traffic 

trundling along the 
ever-busy A66, but 

it’s a lot more 
peaceful up here

The dark clouds have gone, the sun is out, 

and the scenery ahead looks breathtaking as 

we start to descend. The track is fairly smooth, 

although there are several beck crossings and 

drainage channels to watch out for.

We should have been camping somewhere 

around Kirkby Stephen this evening, but we 

hadn’t pre-booked and found that every site 

for miles around was either full or still closed 

due to the Covid situation. Eventually we 

found three rooms available at the Kings Arms 

in Shap. With some decent beer, good pub 

grub and comfy beds we all slept well, ready 

for the final day’s drive towards the Irish Sea.

The first lane of the third day is just a short 

drive north along the A6. Then we turn left, 

crossing a bridge over the west-coast main 

railway line, before passing through Shap Beck 

quarry. We can phone (01931 712671 ) to 

contact the owners for the gate code if locked, 

although we find it’s unlocked today. 

The track runs around the edge of a pasture 

alongside a barbed wire fence, before passing 

through a couple of gateways and going 

between drystone walls towards Rosgill.

We’re almost at the junction with the Rosgill 

road when suddenly a Volvo estate swerves 

across the end of the lane, blocking our exit, 

in what seems like a recreation of an ’80s 

US cop drama. A man jumps out, wanting 

to know what we’re doing here and who 

gave us permission to drive on the track. Russ 

Dykes deals with him politely, smiling, and 

explaining that it’s a right of way and we are 

perfectly within our rights to be here.

The road is closed at Pooley Bridge, so we 

have to detour a long way via the outskirts of 

Penrith before cutting back south-west on the 

A592 alongside Ullswater. It’s heaving around 

here, with every possible space by the lake 

crammed with the vehicles of people who’ve 

been in lockdown for months and are taking 

the opportunity to get out in the fresh air.

We take the road signed to Dockray, then 

turn left in the direction of Dowthwaitehead, 

which leads us to the start of the Old Coach 

Road. This is one of the great greenlanes, a 

UCR that delivers nearly five miles of track 

across Cumbria’s magnificent moorland. 

The car park at the start is busy – but once 

away from there we are into remote, wild 

country. The jagged escarpment of Wolf Cragg 

towers above us to the south as we head to 

Descending into Cumbria’s 
picturesque Mallerstang Valley 

 Grid ref: SD 786996

the gateway and bridge over Mossdale 

Beck. Away in the distance we can see 

traffic trundling along the ever-busy A66, 

but it’s a lot more peaceful up here. The 

track snakes around past the remains of the 

former railway goods wagon shelter that’s 

been gradually losing pieces of wood from 

its sides as the years have gone by.

We pass the 2380ft Clough Head, and 

then the granite-spattered slopes of 

Threlkeld Knotts, before pulling into the old 

quarry beneath that hill for a welcome cup 

Once over the bridge we turn left on 

to the 1 in 3 slopes of the legendary 

Wrynose pass. Then we’re on to the slightly 

steeper Hard Knott pass, another narrow, 

meandering single-track tarmac road.

We couldn’t get close to the sea at the 

start of this epic adventure at Robin Hood’s 

Bay, but at least the end point selected by 

Russ has brought us alongside a deserted, 

unspoiled beach. It’s just outside the 

southern boundary of the Ministry of 

Defence’s Eskmeals firing range. 

It’s been a great drive through some 

of the country’s finest scenery and best 

greenlanes. I’m delighted to have got out 

in my Defender again after several months 

of lockdown. Overseas travel may be a 

no-go at the moment, but the UK has some 

fabulous places to visit. Give it a try.

NEIL’S MADE-UP FACTS
Lotus company founder Colin 

Chapman had a house in east Cumbria’s 

Elan Valley, which is how the 1960s/’70s 

Lotus Elan sports car got its name.

of tea. From here it’s a steep, rocky descent 

back to the tarmac. 

Our journey now takes us through the 

packed tourist hotspots of Grasmere and 

Ambleside before the final greenlane of this 

adventure at High Tilberthwaite. The UCR is 

reached through a farmyard, with a gateway 

taking us into a steep climb up another track 

that’s been repaired with GLASS support. 

It’s a picturesque drive between immaculate 

drystone walls, passing jagged rocks and some 

big old oak trees. We’re then into bracken-

covered slopes that eventually level out to 

reveal yet another breathtaking panorama.

The track drops towards Little Langdale Tarn, 

with a bit of a squeeze between drystone 

walls and the even tighter parapets of a 

bridge by a white house. Then at the end of 

the lane there’s another narrow beck crossing. 
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START
Grid ref NY 379219 

Journey’s end is near Eskmeals 
Range on the Cumbrian coastFINISH

Grid ref NY 315230

Pip the dog’s social distancing skills  
were much in evidence at the tea break
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START
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FINISH
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Stunning views from 
High Tilberthwaite.

Grid ref: NY 309019
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GREENLANE CODE
Please follow these guidelines when driving byways or UCRs 

(unclassified county roads).

● Only drive those greenlanes 

that have known vehicle rights. 

● Don’t ever be tempted to drive 

on restricted byways, bridleways 

or footpaths.

● Avoid tracks that are badly 

rutted or sodden. 

● Don’t be tempted to stray off 

the defined track.

● Stay under 12mph and always 

stop for walkers or horses – switch 

engines off for the latter.

● Don’t travel alone, but be 

sure to keep to a maximum of 

five vehicles (four on greenlanes 

within the Lake District and Peak 

District National Parks).

● Leave gates as you find them 

– they may have been left open 

on purpose. 

● Don’t damage trees or 

hedgerows, except for cutting 

back branches to allow you to 

drive the lane.

● Take recovery gear and spade, 

keep your mobile phone charged 

and carry paper maps.

● Always take your litter back 

home with you.

● Supervise dogs and children, 

especially when you’re passing 

near livestock.

● Don’t drive waterways unless 

you’re certain of the right of way. 

Check the current isn’t too strong 

to cross safely. If you’re in any 

doubt, however slight, turn back – 

there will always be another way 

to proceed.
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Greenlanes you can drive too
LRO’s greenlane rating takes into account such factors as length, scenery, terrain, driveability and local interest. Doing your own 
trip? Let us know how you get on through Facebook, Twitter or Instagram

Lane 1
SE 213758-198756

UCR, Wreaks Lane. 

Crushed stone track 

accessed through a 

farmyard. It then goes 

between verdant verges 

and hedgerows and 

through tree tunnels after 

crossing a shallow ford.

1.1 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 2
SE 195757-114750

UCR, Grewelthorpe Moor. 

Picturesque, remote 

moorland track through 

Yorkshire’s wild country. 

Firm track, with occasional 

washouts, rocks and 

bumpy bits.

5.2 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 3
SE 091743-S E063766

Byway, Middlesmoor. 

Extensively repaired track 

initially climbing between 

drystone walls, then 

occasionally rough 

sections. Ends with a steep 

zig-zag descent to Scar 

House Reservoir.

2.4 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 4
SE 066771-043803

UCR, Dead Man’s Hill. 

Rocky track climbs from 

Scar House reservoir up 

past remains of an 

abandoned farming 

hamlet. Extensively 

repaired by hard-working 

GLASS members on the 

steeper sections.

3.4 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 5
SD 898743-855728

UCR, Dawson Close. 

Stunning archetypal 

Yorkshire Dales scenery, 

with views towards 

Pen-y-Ghent. Stony track 

between drystone walls 

then into open pasture. 

Steep climb with loose 

rock surface. There’s a 

narrow gateway to 

squeeze through.

2.5 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 6 
SD 842714-813695

Byway, Long Lane. South 

of Pen-y-Ghent, great 

scenery. Initially shares 

route with Pennine Way, 

before turning left past a 

sinkhole towards a tricky 

turn by drystone wall, with 

tyre-snagging rocks. Hard 

all-weather track. More 

narrow gateways.

2.6 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 7

SD 785951-NY 783004

Byway, Old Road, via Hell 

Gill. Climbs from farmyard, 

bumpy through limestone 

ridge, then immense views 

over Eden valley. 

Impressive sculpture on 

ridge at top. Several beck 

crossings and drainage 

channels on descent.

3.4 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 8
NY 556177-542169

Byway, then UCR, New 

Road. Passes through a 

quarry (gated) before 

going into pastures, then 

between drystone walls. 

Crushed stone track.

0.9 mile ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 9
NY379219-315230

UCR, Old Coach Rd. One of 

the great UK lanes. Mainly 

hard-surfaced track, 

through immense scenery. 

Descent to B5322 has been 

repaired, so it’s not so 

rocky as it used to be, but 

there are a few dug-out 

holes on the way down.

4.8 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 10
NY 308014-300031

UCR, High Tilberthwaite. 

Picturesque climb from 

farmyard along another 

GLASS-repaired track into 

Cumbrian fells. Firm base, 

big scenery. Two very 

narrow bridges to cross 

towards the end. Exits 

onto the tarmac Wrynose 

and Hard Knott passes.

1.4 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Useful contacts
● Greenlaning info: 

treadlightly-uk.org

● Green Lane Association: 

glass-uk.org

● Greenlanes: trailwise2.co.uk

● Fords: wetroads.co.uk

● Yorkshire tourist info: 

yorkshire.com,  

yorkshiredales.org.uk

● Cumbrian tourist info: 

visitcumbria.com

● Ardventures 4x4 tours: 

ardventures.co.uk. Email: 

sales@ardventures.co.uk

Kings Arms, Main 

Street, Shap CA10 3NU 

(kingsarmsshap.co.uk). 

Busy local pub with seven

rooms. Good beer and food.

Where we stayed

LANES ARE ON OS LANDRANGER
MAPS 90, 98, 99 & 100

UK greenlanes Nov 2020 
COAST TO COAST
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Banger rating 
1 - No thanks. 2 - It’ll do. 

3 - Good grub. 4 - Cut above. 
5 - Exceptional. 


