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The North York Moors National Park offers lots of adventure, and 
there are plenty of greenlanes too – as Neil Watterson finds out

greenlanes you can drive – in any land rover!

● Easy-to-follow routes ● Detailed OS maps and grid refs ● Overall ratings: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

– taking into account length, driveability, scenery, terrain and local interest

uK advenTure 

MOOR THAN

Wish you were here? Glaisdale 
Moor gives panoramic views
Grid ref: NZ 743046
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Grid ref: XX XXXXXX

With no handbrake 
on the D3, let’s 

hope I don’t have  
to stop on the hill 
on the way out of 

the valley 

t’s not a great start. I’ve pulled up at the 

car park at Boggle Hole in Robin Hood’s 

Bay and the Discovery’s electronic park 

brake has jammed on. If I can’t release 

it, it’s game over.

Luckily, Land Rover realised there 

could be problems with the park brake and 

included manual release info in the handbook; 

and Russ Dykes, who’s accompanying me 

on the trip, has just arrived. Between us, we 

delve into the centre console, hook a cable tie 

through the manual release and the brakes 

are free. But it does mean that I won’t have a 

handbrake for the rest of the trip. 

Russ, together with his pooch Poppy, is in 

his Discovery 4 auto, which is very similarly 

equipped to our D3. The main differences 

are the wheels and tyres – our Disco is on 

Range-Rover-Sport-sized 275/40 R20 Atturo 

Trail Blades, while Russ’s is shod with much 

taller Defender-size 265/65 R18 BFGoodrich 

All Terrains. He’s fitted lift rods, which fool the 

suspension sensors into thinking it’s sitting 

lower than it is, so the air springs are inflated 

more – his Disco has about three inches of 

extra ground clearance compared to ours.

We leave the car park and head north to the 

ford crossing Mill Beck. I say ‘crossing’, but it 

isn’t really – the tarmac stops, you drive along 

the beck for 50 yards or so, then you rejoin the 

tarmac to climb towards Fylingthorpe, where 

there’s another small ford. We turn west, away 

from the coast and onto the moors.
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FINIsh
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0.8 mILE

Russ leads us towards Littlebeck, with its 

ominous 25% descent and 33% climb signs at 

the start of the fantastically named Lousy Hill 

Lane – let’s hope I don’t have to stop on the 

hill on the way out of the valley.

The pretty hamlet sits around the small ford/

Irish bridge crossing Little Beck – water is just 

flowing over the road following recent rain. 

Here, water levels can rise and fall by a matter 

of feet in a day – it doesn’t hang around long.

Passing the 33% sign near Goathland Banks, 

Russ suggests I select a low gear. Good call – a 

car descending the hill blocks my line on to the 

hairpin, so I have to stop. It’s not the steepest 

part of the hill, but rather than smoking the 

clutch, I select low-range first, heel-and-toe 

the brake and throttle, and pull away when 

the car has passed. It would have been much 

easier with an auto – or a working handbrake!

Turning south on to the A169, we make 

our way towards Goathland – famous the 

world over as Adensfield in Heartbeat. And 

i

‘Get that row of jelly beans there 
and you’ll clear another line, look’

Russ and Neil make a 
splash along Mill Beck

Grid ref: NZ 949038

Rocky climb from Esk Dale 
through Arnecliffe Woods 

Grid ref:  NZ 783051
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 GREENLANING SURREY

Lane 1

across is a bit indistinct and Russ warns me 

that the drops to the side are quite severe.

The lane exits in the village. ‘The engine 

sheds here are worth a visit; it’s where they 

maintain the locos,’ Russ tells me.

We navigate the level crossing and take a 

peek at the ford across the River esk. A fallen 

tree has been washed down the river, blocking 

the road. It’s a reminder to look upstream 

before crossing a river – the Land Rover may 

be able to cope with the water, but a 30-foot 

tree would certainly knock you off course.

Detouring through egton, we drop back 

down to the valley floor and pick up the 

its station, which is a stop on the North 

york Moors Railway (NyMR), doubles as 

Hogsmeade in the Harry Potter films.

We bumble through the village and exit 

through Beck Hole. We’re heading towards 

Grosmont, where the NyMR meets the 

mainline. We take the direct route, down 

the greenlane passing Dale end Farm.

It’s tarmac for most of its length, but has 

one of the best fords in the uK at the end; a 

short ford followed by a double crossing of 

Murk esk. I’ve never known it to be too deep 

and, despite rain the day before, it’s not too 

bad. That said, its depth means that the line 

greenlane that scythes through east and 

West Arnecliff Woods. This kicks off with a 

small ford across Glaisdale Beck and then 

becomes a lightly rutted rocky climb up the 

hill. I select low first and raise the suspension 

before following Russ up the hill. 

Russ stops ahead and gets out. I stop a 

safe distance behind and switch the engine 

off, leaving it in gear so the Discovery 

doesn’t roll off down the hill. An errant 

branch is leaning across the track and Russ 

swiftly dispatches it, opening up the route.

With the gardening gear locked away, 

we continue. I’ve selected Mud and Ruts in 

os Landranger 94LANE 4
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Terrain Response – it’s not really needed, but 

it’s a toy my other Land Rovers don’t have, so I 

may as well use it.

Heading across egton High Moor we’re 1000 

up. There’s a cold wind that’s really noticeable 

when we turn on to the lane across Glaisdale 

Moor. A stony track, it takes you right down to 

Glaisdale, if you want, but we’re turning west 

halfway along and up a slightly rockier section. 

It’s nothing to trouble any Land Rover, but the 

photos look better…

Crossing esk Dale, we saunter through 

Lealholm and follow the road past Hill House 

Farm. It becomes a greenlane at the gate at 

the edge of the property and drops us down 

to the valley after crossing the railway line 

to Whitby. This stretch of line is serviced by 

regular mainline trains as well as steam-hauled 

units from the NyMR, so if you get your timing 

right, there’s a great photo opportunity.

There’s a great little ford at the bottom, with 

a bridge for walkers; they’re better catered for 

on this lane than the next just down the valley.

With my greenlaning experience, I generally 

know what to look for on an oS Landranger 

me, ‘it’s much shallower than that.’ I guess he’s 

going first – so if he’s wrong, he’ll have to face 

the consequences.

He isn’t wrong and makes it to the other 

side. I note his route and follow, the water 

licking at the lower trim on the upstream door, 

but not challenging the double-seals. We 

continue on our way to Lealholm Moor.

‘It’s Danish bacon next,’ Russ calls over 

the radio. Danish bacon? It’s approaching 

lunchtime and I’m getting peckish… maybe 

I’m hearing things. ‘The beacon warned of 

invasions right through the ages,’ continues 

Russ. Danby Beacon. I was hearing things.

We follow the gravel road across the moor 

and stop at the beacon to let Poppy stretch 

her legs. Afterwards, we pass through Danby 

and Castleton and head for the Lion Inn, high 

up on Farndale Moor. Russ often stops here 

when running greenlaning trips through his 

company Ardventures and he points out the 

landscape shaped by glaciers over millennia.

The remote inn is a cosy haven and it would 

be nice to linger, but the lanes beckon. We 

head down through Church Houses and across 

os Landranger 94LANE 8
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‘Mine’s a much better colour 
than your one,’ says Russ 

Glaisdale Moor glimmers 
in the autumn sunshine 

Grid ref: NZ 746044

Russ finds some water 
on Lealholm Moor 
Grid ref: NZ 763091

‘You’re right – it is a bit blurry’

The remote lion 
Inn is a cosy haven 

and it would be 
nice to linger, but 

the greenlanes 
beckon

map if a lane is going to be driveable. 

Normally if they are bounded by lines, as all 

the ones illustrated on these pages are, they’ll 

be wide enough for vehicles; if they aren’t 

they may not be. This one isn’t and Russ is 

surprised to hear I’ve not driven it before: ‘It’s 

a cracker of a lane,’ he says.

It kicks off as a track leading down to a ford. 

‘When you drive across, head towards the 

depth marker, then turn left before the bank – 

there’s a hole if you go straight across.’

I’m slightly more concerned by the depth 

shown on the marker – it’s recording just 

under three feet. ‘It’s wrong,’ Russ reassures 

NEIL’s 
mAdE-uP 
FActs

North Yorkshire gets 

so many visitors, 

the council has 

introduced a scheme 

to control numbers. 

On the day I visited, 

only those whose 

first names begin 

with ‘R’ were allowed 

in. Russ was okay, 

but I had to become 

Rebecca for the day.  

Navigator’s role? It’s a dog’s life
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Grid ref: XX XXXXXX

I select rock crawl 
on Terrain 

response and 
ease my way over 

the shattered 
concrete

Farndale to take the unclassified county road 

(uCR) up on to Rudland Rigg.

We can see the road climbing ahead as we 

descend into valley. Passing through the gate 

at the bottom, I soon find it’s not the easiest to 

traverse – it has had a concrete surface in the 

past, but that has broken up in places, creating 

holes that the wheels drop into.

I select Rock Crawl on Terrain Response and 

ease over the shattered concrete, the wheels 

spinning every now and then. Traction control 

does its job and I crawl my way to where 

the road becomes loose gravel, and then 

intersects with the greenlane we all know as 

Rudland Rigg. We drove the southern section 

in our March 2019 issue, joining it from the 

west. This time we’re heading north.

This lane is worth doing purely 

because of its length, most of 

which is firm. There used to be a 

tricky rocky section towards the 

end, but I’d heard that it has been 

graded now, so I’m surprised to find some 

rocks at the top of the descent – it does still 

retain some of its character. 

We descend the switchbacks though Bank 

Foot and pass through the empty ford at 

Battersby before almost reaching Kildale. My 
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older oS maps show the road across The Park 

being a ‘yellow’ road, generally implying that 

it’ll be tarmac; more recent ones show it as an 

‘other route with public access’, suggesting 

it’s a greenlane. It isn’t – it’s a tarmac road. 

But it does lead to another greenlane, which 

incorporates pretty much everything you’d 

expect to find: encroaching vegetation, great 

views, woodland, gnarly trees and, at the end, 

a small ford. What’s not to like?

We’ve reached the end of our trip – Russ is 

heading east to return home across the moors; 

I’m heading west towards the A1. We say 

our farewells, and part company, but there’s 

one more lane for me before I leave tarmac 

behind – it’s the short lane beside the church 

at Ingleby Greenhow. A small ford followed by 

a stony climb takes me through the village and 

back on to tarmac.

It’s been a day of outstanding scenery and 

adventure; if you follow in our wheeltracks, I 

know you’ll enjoy it too.

Road signs were 
sturdier in olden days 

Grid ref: Se 626999

Rudland Rigg still has 
mild rocky stretches 
Grid ref: NZ 607034

No prizes for guessing how 
Battersby Plantation got its name
Grid ref: NZ 609074
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Banger rating 
1 - No thanks. 2 - It’ll do. 

3 - Good grub. 4 - Cut above. 
5 - Exceptional. 

46 LRO December 2019

GREENLANE CODE
Please follow these guidelines when driving byways or UCRs 

(unclassified county roads).

● Only drive those greenlanes 

that have known vehicle rights. 

● Don’t ever be tempted to drive 

on restricted byways, bridleways 

or footpaths.

● Avoid tracks that are badly 

rutted or sodden. 

● Don’t be tempted to stray off 

the defined track.

● Stay under 12mph and always 

stop for walkers or horses – switch 

engines off for the latter.

● Don’t travel alone, but be 

sure to keep to a maximum of 

five vehicles (four on greenlanes 

within the Lake District and Peak 

District National Parks).

● Leave gates as you find them 

– they may have been left open 

on purpose. 

● Don’t damage trees or 

hedgerows, except for cutting 

back branches to allow you to 

drive the lane.

● Take recovery gear and spade, 

keep your mobile phone charged 

and carry paper maps.

● Always take your litter back 

home with you.

● Supervise dogs and children, 

especially when you’re passing 

near livestock.

● Don’t drive waterways unless 

you’re certain of the right of way. 

Check the current isn’t too strong 

to cross safely. If you’re in any 

doubt, however slight, turn back – 

there will always be another way 

to proceed.
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Greenlanes you can drive too
★  LRO’s greenlane rating takes into account such factors as length, scenery, terrain, driveability and local interest. Planning your 
own trip? Let us know how you get on on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram.

Lane 1
NZ 952037-948040

Tarmac switchbacks down 

to ford. Then follows Mill 

Beck for a distance before 

climbing up along tarmac 

road.

0.4 mile ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Ford 1
NZ 944489

Shallow ford in village.

Ford 2
NZ 879049

Shallow ford in scenic 

village.

Lane 2
NZ 928033-829052

Mostly tarmac with a 

couple of nice fords in a 

scenic gorge at the 

bottom. Ends in the village 

of Grosmont, so it can be 

busy in summer months.

1.4 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Ford 3
NZ 823054

Wide ford that can be 

deceptively deep and 

fast-flowing – loads of 

people have been caught 

out by it.

Lane 3
NZ 784054-784041

Starts crossing ford and 

passes house. Becomes 

lightly rutted stony climb. 

Overgrown in places.

0.8 mile ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 4

NZ 740040-743046

Firm moorland track. We 

turned west at NZ 750046, 

but you can head into 

Glaisdale finishing at NZ 

768054. Great views.

1.2 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 5
NZ 776070-776066

Firm, reasonably steep, 

unsealed road descending 

hill and crossing the 

railway line. Finishes at a 

ford. Good views.

0.3 mile ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 6
NZ 778065-786069

Firm lane with wide ford 

and stepping stones. 

When crossing the ford, 

aim towards the depth 

marker and turn left 

before you reach the bank.

0.6 mile ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 7
NZ 773088-736092

Wide, firm moorland track 

ending at Danby Beacon. 

Good views.

2.3 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 8
sE 660972-641974

Deteriorating concrete 

track that will test your 

suspension and traction 

control if fitted. Good 

views behind you.

1.2 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 9
sE 641974-NZ 592061

Recently maintained to 

flatten some of the rockier 

areas, it still has much of 

its character. Runs along 

the spine of Rudland Rigg 

and drops down to Bank 

Foot. Great views.

6.8 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Ford 4
NZ 596075

Irish bridge.

Lane 10
NZ 603091-598076

Tarmac for the first 1.9 

miles, is narrow with 

encroaching heather and 

drops through trees. Runs 

beside gnarly trees 

towards the end and 

finishes with a little ford.

2.9 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 11
NZ 581062-578060

Passes the church in 

Ingleby Greenhow and 

crosses ford, Stony climb 

from the beck and 

becomes firm track

0.3 mile ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ lro
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useful 
contacts
● Greenlaning info: 

treadlightly-uk.org

● Green Lane Association: 

glass-uk.org

● Greenlanes:  

trailwise2.co.uk

● Fords: wetroads.co.uk

● Tourist info:  

yorkshire.com

● Ardventures: 

ardventures.co.uk

● North York Moors 

Railway: nymr.co.uk

● The Lion Inn:  

lionblakey.co.uk

uk greenlanes dec 2019 
NORTH YORK MOORS
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The Arncliffe Arms, Glaisdale 
(arncliffearms.com, 01947 
897555). Not far from the 
third lane of the day, this 
popular pub has a small but 
varied dinner menu. Being a 
pub, expect noise until about 
11.30pm; but after that it’s 

quiet. Good breakfast.

Where we stayed


