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 GREENLANING NORTHERN ENGLAND

GREENLANES YOU CAN DRIVE – IN ANY LAND ROVER!

● Easy-to-follow routes ● Detailed OS maps and grid refs ● Overall ratings: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

– taking into account length, driveability, scenery, terrain and local interest

UK ADVENTURE 

PHOTOS: BOB ATKINS

John Pearson drives one of the epic UK 
greenlaning adventures: North Sea to Irish Sea

First lane of the trip: 
into Heartbeat land
Grid ref: NZ 854027

greatly enjoy any form of greenlaning, 

especially those types of adventures 

that involve a journey from one place to 

another. And this is without doubt one 

of the best UK greenlaning journeys – 

driving coast-to-coast across England, 

from the North Sea to the Irish Sea.

With overseas adventure travel more or 

less non-existent at the moment, a UK-based 

adventure like this will make a great active 

holiday for Land Rover owners. We did it in 

three days, but it could have stretched to a 

week if we’d visited local attractions en route.

The original Coast To Coast is of course a 

popular long-distance footpath, which was 

devised in the 1970s by renowned fellwalker 

and author Alfred Wainwright. It goes from  

St Bees, Cumbria to Robin Hood’s Bay in North 

Yorkshire. This adventure is the greenlaning 

version of that, albeit going in the opposite 

direction. It starts on the east coast and 

finishes in the west, taking us into some 

magnificent scenery and great greenlanes 

in three National Parks: North York Moors, 

Yorkshire Dales and the Lake District.

This particular route was created by Russell 

Dykes of the Ardventures travel company, 

which runs several coast-to-coast trips a year. 

As you’ll see from the map on page 56, our 

route meanders across the country rather 

than being a straight line on the map, which 

enables Russ to incorporate several of the UK’s 

wildest, most picturesque – and relatively long 

– vehicular rights of way into the trip. 

ICOAST TO

COAST

PART 1
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We then turn 
towards the village 

of Goathland – 
Heartbeat’s 

Aidensfield in the 
popular TV series

I’m in my ex-G4 Challenge Defender 110 and 

Russ is driving the late-model Discovery 2 he 

bought recently. The D2 is kitted out with a 

package of Terrafirma upgrades that have 

transformed it into an extremely capable 

greenlaner. They include modified front and 

rear bumpers – for better approach and 

departure angles – plus diff, steering and tank 

guards, along with uprated suspension.

We’re starting from Robin Hood’s Bay, on 

the Yorkshire coast between Whitby and 

Scarborough. Folklore has it that Robin Hood 

came here and saw off some French pirates, 

who had been attacking the boats of local 

fishermen. So happy were the fishermen, they 

named the place after Robin.

Local traffic restrictions prevent us from 

getting our Land Rovers close to the North 

Sea, but at least we have a good view of it 

before heading inland. We do get to dip our 

wheels in water just a couple of miles away 

from the bay, crossing the tree-lined Ramsdale 

Beck through Boggle Hole ford. This shallow, 

but lengthy ford is accessed via a short, tarmac 

unclassified county road (UCR), and there’s a 

zig-zag climb out – not the ideal place to meet 

a double-cab truck with a long trailer, but we 

manage to manoeuvre around it.

Then it’s out to the busy A169 Malton to 

Whitby road, turning sharp right on to the first 

lane of the day, at Goathland Moor. On this 

short, all-weather track, the views to our left 

over TV’s Heartbeat country give us a taste of 

what’s to come, with the carpet of heather 

ablaze with purple flowers. 

We then turn towards the attractive North 

Riding village of Goathland. This was the 

location for Heartbeat’s Aidensfield in the 

popular ITV series that was a Sunday evening 

staple for millions of viewers from 1992 to 

2010. Entering the village, we pass the familiar 

sights of the Aidensfield Arms (Goathland 

Hotel) and Bernie Scripps’ Aidensfield garage 

and undertakers – which are enduring tourist 

attractions, judging by the number of people 

around with cameras.

I’ve now got the Heartbeat theme song 

stuck firmly in my head as we loop north, 

taking a firm-based but bumpy UCR towards 

the village of Grosmont. There are three fords 

on this track, and the third – through the Murk 

Esk, a tributary of the Esk – reaches nearly up 

to our wheel tops at its deepest point.

Lane 3 is tricky in places, with 
exposed rocks to watch out for 

 Grid ref: NZ 783050

This greenlane bridge takes us 
over the Esk Valley railway line

High above the sea 
at Robin Hood’s Bay
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Watch out for the drop-
off at the side of the ford 

Grid ref: NZ 776067
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           Get                             ready with 

exclusive deals  on ARB camping gear   

go to page 23
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Wild moorland track 
to Danby Beacon 

Grid ref: NZ 748094

2017, although there are no steam trains or 

Land Rovers on the line today due to the 

Covid-19 shutdown. A limited service should 

be running again by the time you read this.

Our next track is to the north of Glaisdale, 

a steep and fairly rough tree-lined climb that 

heads due south between East and West 

Arncliff woods. There’s a mix of trees here with 

some holly lining the track; I imagine it would 

be picturesque in winter-time. 

Despite being bumpy it’s not technically 

demanding, but in a couple of places there are 

some protruding rocks that could definitely 

snag the sidewalls of the unwary.

The 18-mile North Yorkshire Moors 

Railway, a heritage line, runs through 

Goathland before terminating at Grosmont 

– where normal Esk Valley Line passenger 

services then commence. 

LRO’s Mark Saville drove the NYMR line 

with railway wheels fitted to his Series I in 

Then we’re out of the trees and into open 

moorland on the next lane, at Glaisdale 

Rigg. We’ve taken a loop out south-west 

before sweeping back on to the rigg – which 

is an ancient term for ridge. It’s a mainly 

well-maintained crushed stone track that 

serves the grouse shooting here, judging by 

the number of grouse butts alongside the 

lane. There are wonderful views from the 

track – in fact, you can even catch a glimpse 

of the North Sea far in the distance. 

A third of the way along we take the right- 

hand turn at a junction, which sweeps us 

down through a bracken-covered section 

Danby beacon –  
a historic location

towards some magnificent scenery in the 

valley below, heading for Glaisdale Side.

Next we turn north towards Egton Banks, 

taking a left turn on to another UCR. It’s 

initially tarmac, but becomes a gravel track 

running between verdant hedgerows after 

West Banks farm, before entering a sunken 

section. There are two fords on this part of 

the track: the first, through Stonesgate Beck, 

comes halfway up our wheels, but it looks as 

though it could be a lot deeper in winter, so 

be wary if you come later in the year. We then 

cross a bridge over the Esk Valley railway line, 

before turning right towards another ford, this 

one going through the River Esk.

‘Watch out at this ford,’ says Russ Dykes. 

‘There’s a curved base and if you cut straight 

across to the exit you could drop off the edge 

into the deeper water.’ Suitably warned, I take 

a wide sweep at it, before climbing the 110 

out on the large rock slabs at the exit.

We’re now going south-west to Lealholm 

Side before turning south-east to the start 

of another superb moorland track across the 

now a beacon tower that was built in 2008, 

but the location was apparently used for 

beacons way back in 800-900AD, when fires 

were lit to warn of Viking attacks. It probably 

wasn’t that successful then, because Danby 

is a Viking name. However, the wartime RAF 

station certainly was a success, taking the 

credit for tracking the first German bomber to 

be shot down over England.

We stop to take in the majestic views at 

the current beacon – and, looking north, we 

can understand why it would have been a 

strategically good location to spot incoming 

enemy aircraft from the coast. 

We can also see the entrance to Boulby 

mine. This is one of the world’s deepest 

mines – at 4590ft under the ground. It also 

goes out under the North Sea – and is where 

potash, salt (for gritting the roads in winter) 

and polysulphate fertiliser are mined. LRO’s 

Peter Galilee visited the mine a few years 

ago, to report on – and take a ride in – the 

working Land Rovers that lived permanently 

underground there.

Wheel-waving Disco 2 climbing 
the washed-out Monket track

There’s a curved 
base to the ford, 

and if you cut 
straight across to 
the exit you could 
drop off the edge

grouse shooting area at Lealholm Moor.

There’s the delightfully named Stuck-i’-th-

Mire-Bog indicated on my Ordnance Survey 

map to the left of the track, just after it passes 

the Esk Valley walk. I can’t help wondering 

who got stuck there, and when, but I’m 

unable to find anything online to help with 

the history. There are also the Stut Bogs and 

Green Houses Bogs to the north of the track.

The purple-heather-lined track continues 

towards Danby Beacon. At 980ft it’s highest 

point around here and was the site of an RAF 

early-warning station during WW2. There’s 
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START
Grid ref NZ 772088

FINISH
Grid ref NZ 736092

Tree-lined gravel 
track to Ampleforth
Grid ref: SE 603791

NEIL’S MADE-UP FACTS
Author Kenneth Grahame stayed 

near Toad Hole in North Yorkshire while 

writing The Wind in the Willows, which 

later became a film – Toad of Toad Hall.
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Lane 1 

With a number of 
severe washouts 
on the ascent to 

over 1200ft, it’ll test 
your Land Rover’s 

suspension

Passing the sign to the hamlet of Fryup, 

which is guaranteed to make me smile, we go 

west to Castleton, before swinging south. We 

head towards Church Houses, then turn right 

off Thorn Wath Lane before going left 

through a gateway to pick up the Monket 

track near Monket House. This is one of the 

most technically demanding lanes of the 

adventure. There’s an all-weather base of 

crushed stone and gravel, but with some 

severe washouts on the ascent to over 1200ft 

it’ll test your Land Rover’s suspension. I can 

see Russ’s D2 waving its wheels in the air a few 

times as he clambers his way up the track.

It’s sunken in places, with bracken-covered 

banks, as we climb towards the moorland 

where it crosses Rudland Rigg. 

You may be asking why we’re not driving 

the Rigg today – after all, it’s one of the UK’s 

longest and best-known moorland tracks. 

Well, we’ve included it in a number of LRO 

adventures over the years and in my opinion 

this greenlane is a more interesting drive, 

although it’s a bit shorter.

Reaching the end of the track after 

negotiating more washouts, there’s the 

mighty Bransdale Ridge stretching across the 

horizon ahead of us. We pass Toad Hole (there 

are some lovely place names around here), 

before dropping south towards the market 

town of Helmsley, picking up the A170. Then 

we turn left towards Sproxton on the B1257. 

Our next lane takes us to Ampleforth, where 

there’s an impressive Benedictine Abbey 

and Catholic boarding school. A Land Rover 

restoration course is among the school’s 

50 extra-curricular activities, which we’ve 

featured in LRO in the past.

The track climbs between thriving, verdant 

hedgerows to the right and woodland to the 

left, before crossing Stockings Lane – after 

which it descends towards Ampleforth. On 

the climb the grass looks as though it hasn’t 

been trimmed for some time, although there 

are no surprises lurking underneath. There are 

also some low-hanging branches, but there’s 

enough room to get underneath with my 

110’s roof tent. After the crossing the track 

has an all-weather gravel surface, with a steep, 

tree-covered bank dropping towards some of 

the school’s buildings on the left.

Turning west, we pass the ruins of the 12th 

century Byland Abbey that was closed in 1538 

Some rough, rock-strewn sections 
on the climb up Oldstead Bank 

 Grid ref: SE 525817

by Henry VIII. Then, turning right towards 

Oldstead, we pass through the archway 

remains of the abbey’s gatehouse. Looking 

at the archway, it’s a testimony to the 

craftsmanship and quality of materials that 

it’s survived all of these years. Although the 

rest of the walls haven’t fared quite so well.

At Oldstead we turn right on to what is 

initially a UCR, before becoming a byway 

a quarter of the way along. Low range is 

definitely needed here, as the sunken track 

climbs steeply up Oldstead Bank. It’s rocky 

Then we head west, crossing the A1(M) to 

our overnight stop at Ivy Bank campsite in 

Kirkby Malzeard. It’s a friendly site in a lovely 

rural location. Russ is in his new ARB swag, 

photographer Bob Atkins is in his North Face 

ground tent and I’m in my Hannibal roof 

tent – the first time I’ve used it since last 

October, when I was in Morocco. It’s great 

to be in it again, after having to postpone 

two overseas trips during the lockdown.

Russ gets his portable barbecue going and 

we sit down with a glass of wine, discussing 

the day’s drive and planning what’s ahead 

of us tomorrow. We’ve come out of the 

North York Moors National Park and are 

now in the Yorkshire Dales National Park – 

with some superb greenlanes to come over 

the next two days. Join us on that part of 

our coast-to-coast adventure next time.

NEIL’S MADE-UP FACTS
Fryup is where the ‘Full English’ 

breakfast was created. A cook at a stately 

home in the village gave guests a hearty 

breakfast – and the fry-up name stuck.

in parts and needs a bit of pruning to get my 

roof tent through without mishap. The track 

descends into some grassland before climbing 

again into a rutted section. There are more 

rocks further up, including a rock garden 

section that needs careful choice of line to 

look after your tyres.

We eventually turn sharp left, joining Low 

Town Bank Road on a corner, not far as the 

crow flies from the tortuous tarmac climb at 

Sutton Bank. We’re immediately turning left 

on to another UCR, High Town Bank Road. 

It’s surfaced with gravel and is a lot smoother 

than the previous one, dropping into a 

wooded section, where the surface changes 

to tarmac. It’s not the greatest of greenlanes 

to finish our first day on after some of the 

wonderful tracks that we’ve driven, but the 

views ahead are quite special.
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A brief rain shower didn’t stop us 
from enjoying the great outdoors

FINISH
Grid ref SE 533804

Still standing: 12th 
century archway
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GREENLANE CODE
Please follow these guidelines when driving byways or UCRs 

(unclassified county roads).

● Only drive those greenlanes 

that have known vehicle rights. 

● Don’t ever be tempted to drive 

on restricted byways, bridleways 

or footpaths.

● Avoid tracks that are badly 

rutted or sodden. 

● Don’t be tempted to stray off 

the defined track.

● Stay under 12mph and always 

stop for walkers or horses – switch 

engines off for the latter.

● Don’t travel alone, but be 

sure to keep to a maximum of 

five vehicles (four on greenlanes 

within the Lake District and Peak 

District National Parks).

● Leave gates as you find them 

– they may have been left open 

on purpose. 

● Don’t damage trees or 

hedgerows, except for cutting 

back branches to allow you to 

drive the lane.

● Take recovery gear and spade, 

keep your mobile phone charged 

and carry paper maps.

● Always take your litter back 

home with you.

● Supervise dogs and children, 

especially when you’re passing 

near livestock.

● Don’t drive waterways unless 

you’re certain of the right of way. 

Check the current isn’t too strong 

to cross safely. If you’re in any 

doubt, however slight, turn back – 

there will always be another way 

to proceed.
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Greenlanes you can drive too
LRO’s greenlane star rating takes into account such factors as length, scenery, terrain, driveability and local interest.  
Doing your own greenlaning trip? Let us know how you get on through Facebook, Twitter or Instagram.

Lane 1
NZ 855026-851028

An unclassified county 

road (UCR) on Goathland 

Moor. Short, firm-based 

track, with tremendous 

views over Heartbeat 

Country to the south-west. 

Take care at the sharp turn 

into the gateway off the 

busy A169 if you’re 

coming from the north.

0.3 mile ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 2
NZ 828033-828051

UCR with fords, north to 

Grosmont. Initially tarmac; 

firm surface throughout. 

Accessed through a 

farmyard. There are three 

fords on this lane; the first 

two are shallow, but the 

third is deeper.

1.1 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 3
NZ 782054-783041

UCR climbing between 

East and West Arncliff 

woods. Protruding rocks in 

a couple of places – watch 

out for your tyres’ 

sidewalls. Firm-based, 

bumpy track.

0.9 mile ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 4
NZ 740040-760044

UCR on Glaisdale Moor. 

Stone-based track across 

grouse moor. We turned 

right at the crossroads, 

going south-east down 

Glaisdale Side, but the 

main track carries straight 

on. More great views.

1.5 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 5
NZ 786068-776065

UCR with ford, West Banks. 

Becomes a gravel track 

after West Banks Farm. 

Runs between pastures, 

and gets rougher further 

on. Sunken lane towards 

Stonesgate Beck and a 

ford – water is about 

halfway up wheels. Turns 

right towards ford through 

River Esk (NZ776066), with 

curved base. Take great 

care not to cut the corner 

or you’ll fall off the edge.

1.1 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 6
NZ 772088-736092

UCR across Lealholm Moor 

towards Danby Beacon. 

Recently repaired crushed- 

stone track. Great views 

over to the sea.

2.25 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 7
SE 660972-625981

UCR crossing wild 

moorland. Firm base, but a 

technical drive with several 

deep washouts to be 

aware of on the climb. 

Crosses Rudland Rigg.

2.4 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 8
SE 606797-600789

This UCR is clearly a 

little-used track, initially 

with long grass. Climbs 

towards road crossing at 

Stockings Lane, then 

descends down Bolton 

Bank towards Ampleforth 

College and Abbey.

0.7 mile ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 9
SE 530804-533804

Starts off as a UCR, then 

becomes a byway. Long, 

steep climb up Oldstead 

Bank with overhanging 

trees and a rutted section. 

Technical rock section 

further up.

1.2 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Lane 10
SE 521822-522804

UCR, High Town Bank 

Road. Situated on the 

corner of Low Town Bank 

Road, where it’s joined by 

the previous lane. Gravel 

track descending to south, 

before becoming tarmac. 

Far-reaching views.

1.1 miles ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Ford 
Boggle Hole, NZ 949038

Lengthy crossing through 

Ramsdale Beck; quite 

shallow when we visited, 

but always check depth.

Useful contacts
● Greenlaning info: 

treadlightly-uk.org

● Green Lane Association: 

glass-uk.org

● Greenlanes: trailwise2.co.uk

● Fords: wetroads.co.uk

● Yorkshire tourist info: 

northyorkmoors.org.uk, 

yorkshiredales.org.uk, 

yorkshire.com

● Heartbeat catch-up 

episodes: itv.com

● Ardventures 4x4 tours: 

ardventures.co.uk

Ivy Bank Campsite, Galphay Road, Kirkby Malzeard HG4 

3SS (ivybankcampsite.co.uk). A good, spacious site with 

46 pitches, some with hook-up. Friendly owners. Walking 

distance to local pub. Close to Ripon and Masham – famous 

for its Black Sheep and Theakston breweries.

Where we stayed
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